W ell the weather has finally changed and I for one have started to let my mind wander toward summer. Longer days, hopefully lazier weekends, and extra time with family are all on the horizon. Of course we can't forget travel. I'm sure many of us will travel this summer to exciting and memorable locations. Of course all of these thoughts about the summer has got me thinking about the summer meeting in Toronto. Not only does it look to be a fantastic locale and program but, we can always count on our Canadian friends and colleagues to offer the most hospitable welcome.
With the summer meeting on my mind I began to think back to the wonderful meeting I have been lucky enough to attend over the years and it reminded me of a recent conversation with a number of the partners in my group. We got into a discussion about meetings and CME requirements, etc.
I was somewhat surprised by the overall sense from a number of those in attendance about going to educational meetings. There was a great deal of discussion about web-based and online offerings that seem to be heavily favored. Some of the comments were about time taken away from your practice, and the hassle of travel when having to go to a meeting. Now I can appreciate the ease of sitting at home and logging on to a course. And who has ever enjoyed the feeling of having a flight cancelled and your travel plans sent to the dumpster. I fully understand the challenges with the current state of travel.
But think of it another way. What if all the meetings went away, and we all sat at home on our computers. I'm sorry, but that thought gets me a bit depressed. I'll fully admit I have a travel bug with a pretty good appetite. But more importantly is the camaraderie and interaction with my peers that really motivates me to attend meetings. The experience of interaction and connections that occur at live meetings is a very special intangible that I would ever hate to lose.
Hopefully you are already thinking about your special summer travels plans and the adventures you will share. If we ever cross paths in the airport or in Toronto be sure to say hello.
Enjoy the journey and keep collecting those frequent flier miles! Cheers! 
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